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I. SUMMARY OF CLIMATE FORECASTS FOR THE FIVE AGRO-ECOLOGICAL ZONES FOR THE 

PERIOD FROM MARCH TO MAY, 2020  

In view of the global climatic context and the analysis of the spatial and temporal dynamics of the climate 
done by ONACC for the months of March, April and May 2020, it emerges that: 

For precipitations (fig. a), there is a high probability of registering:  

- localized and low intensity rainfall from May onwards in the Far North region; 

- an early onset of rains from April in the North region; 

- an early onset of rains from the end of March in the Adamawa region and an increase in rainfall 

amounts compared to the historical average (+/-383.01mm) in this region; 

- an early onset of rains in early February in the Centre region and an increase in rainfall amounts 

compared to the historical average (+/-513.53mm) in this region;  

- an early onset of rainfall in early February in the East region and rainfall amounts above the historical 

average (430.14mm) in this region; 

- an early onset of rains in the first dekad of February in the South region and rainfall amounts and 

number of rainy days higher than the historical average (+/-608.18mm) in this region;  

- an early onset of the rainy season in the first half of March and rainfall amounts above the historical 

average (434.2mm) in the West region; 

- an early onset of the rainy season between the last dekad of February and the first dekad of March in the 

North West region and rainfall amounts above the historical average o(+/- 522.38mm) in this region; 

- an early onset of rainy season in the first dekad of February in the Littoral region and cumulative 

rainfall amounts and number of rainy days above the historical average (+/-696.53mm) in the region; 



- an early onset of rainy season in the first dekad of February in the South West region and rainfall 

amounts above the historical average (+/-778.63mm) in this region. 

 

For Temperatures (fig. b),  

Despite the gradual start of the rainy season in the highland zone, the monomodal rainfall forest zone, and 

the short rainy season in the bimodal rainfall forest zone, there is a high probability of an increase in 

maximum and average temperatures during this season and throughout the country 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 1 below presents the summary of mean temperature and precipitation forecasts for the 

months of March, April and May 2020 for the five agro-ecological zones of Cameroon.  
 

 

Figure 1: Maps of Mean temperature forecast (a) 
and precipitation forecast (b) for the months of March, April and May 2020 in Cameroon. 

Source : ONACC, February 2020 

 

(a) 

(b) 



II. THE MAIN AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES TO BE CARRIED OUT IN THE FIVE AGRO-ECOLOGICAL 

ZONES OF CAMEROON       

It is worth noting that, the present agricultural calendar proposes a sequence of agricultural activities to 

help farmers better adapt to climatic disturbances.   

1. Progression of farming activities 

The main agricultural activities to be carried out are as follows:   

a. Site preparation  
Indicated by the yellow colour regardless of the locality, this activity includes, among others the 
following operations: 

- Clearing: This is the first activity to be carried out during the year; it consists of cutting grass on 
fallow land; 
- Burning: This operation consists of cleaning the plot with the help of fire. It is carried out just after 
the land has been cleared; 
- Ploughing: This activity consists of stirring the soil deeply before planting the seeds; 
- Ridging is carried out either on ploughed soil or on unprepared soil. This work consists of joining 
two by two the turned over strips to form a ridge.  
b. Sowing  
Indicated by the red colour, this activity consists of the sowing of seeds after ploughing and/or ridging.   
c- Maintenance and phytosanitary treatment  
Indicated by the green colour regardless of the locality, this activity includes, among others: Weeding, 
hoeing, fertilisation, pruning, leaf-thinning, trimming and/or crop treatment. 
d- Harvesting  
Indicated by the brown colour in the tables, regardless of the locality, it consists in removing products 
that are mature and ready for consumption from the farm. 

 



2. Agricultural calendar for the Sudano-Sahelian zone 

2.1. Seasonal crops 
 

Table 1: Sequence of agricultural activities for seasonal crops (rainfed crops) in the Sudano-Sahelian zone. 
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Data Sources : DESA (MINADER) for agricultural speculation and MND (MINT) for meteorological data 



2.2. Annual Crops  
 

Table 2 : Sequence of agricultural activities for annual crops in the Sudano-sahelian zone. 
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Data Sources : DESA (MINADER) for agricultural speculation and MND (MINT) for meteorological data 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3.  Guinea High Savannah Zone 

3.1 Seasonal Crops 

Table 3: Sequence of agricultural activities for seasonal crops (rainfed crops) in the Guinean High Savannah zone. 
 

 

 

D1..n = Dekad (10 consecutive days) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AEZ Regions Seasonal Crops January February March April May June July August Septem Oct Novem Dec 

H
au

te
s 

Sa
va

n
es

 

G
u

in
é

e
n

n
e

s 

A
d

am
ao

u
a 

D1 D2 D3 D1 D2 D3 D1 D2 D3 D1 D2 D3 D1 D2 D3 D1 D2 D3 D1 D2  D3 D1 D2 D3 D1 D2 D3 D1 D2 D3 D1 D2 D3 D1 D2 D3 

Maize  
peanut 
bean 
voandzou 
soy 
cowpea 

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

                                    

Site Preparation 

 

Sowing Harvest Maintenance and phytosanitary treatment 

 

Data Sources: DESA (MINADER) for agricultural speculation and MND (MINT) for meteorological data 

 



3.2. Annual Crops 
 

Table 4: Sequence of agricultural activities for annual crops in the Guinean High Savannah Zone. 
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D1..n = Dekad (10 consecutive days) 
 

Data Sources: DESA (MINADER) for agricultural speculation and MND (MINT) for meteorological data 

 



4. Bimodal Rainfall Forest Zone 
4.1. Seasonal crops 

 

Table 5: Sequence of agricultural activities for seasonal crops (rainfed crops) in the Bimodal rainfall forest zone. 
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Data Sources: DESA (MINADER) for agricultural speculation and MND (MINT) for meteorological data 

 

D1..n = Dekad (10 consecutive days) 
 



4.2. Annual crops 

Table 6: Sequence of agricultural activities for annual crops in the bimodal rainfall forest zone. 
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Data Sources: DESA (MINADER) for agricultural speculation and MND (MINT) for meteorological data 

 



5. High Plateau (Highlands) Zone 
5.1 . Seasonal crops 

 

Table 7: Sequence of agricultural activities for seasonal crops (rainfed crops) in the High Plateau zone 
 

 

D1..n = Dekad (10 consecutive days) 
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Data Sources: DESA (MINADER) for agricultural speculation and MND (MINT) for meteorological data 

 



5.2 . Annual Crops 

Table 8: Sequence of Agricultural Activities for Annual Crops in the Highlands Zone 
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Data Sources: DESA (MINADER) for agricultural speculation and MND (MINT) for meteorological data 

 



6. Monomodal Rainfall Forest Zone  

6.1. Seasonal Crops 
 

Table 9: Sequence of Agricultural Activities for Seasonal Crops (Rainfed Crops) in the Monomodal Rainfall Forest 

Zone 
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Data Sources: DESA (MINADER) for agricultural speculation and MND (MINT) for meteorological data 

 



6.2. Annual Crops 

Table 10: Sequence of agricultural activities for annual crops in the Monomodal rainfall forest zone 
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Data Sources: DESA (MINADER) for agricultural speculation and MND (MINT) for meteorological data 

 

D1..n = Dekad (10 consecutive days) 
 



METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK 
 

Type of data: These include climatic data (rainfall, number of rainy days, dates of beginning and end of rainy 

seasons, minimum, maximum and average temperatures), and production data (flagship speculations) from the 

ten Regions of Cameroon, grouped into agro-ecological zones.  

Data source: The data used to produce this Agricultural Calendar come from MINADER, MINT (NMD), and spatial 

data (IRI, AccuWeather, NOAA, Canadian Space Agency).  
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MAIN  AGRO ECOLOGICAL ZONES IN CAMEROON 

 


